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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF EAST STOKE HELD ON THURSDAY 5th MARCH 2020



PRESENT             Cllr Neill Child (Vice-Chairman)
                    Cllr Chris Evans
	         Cllr Tessa Wiltshire
                    Cllr Gordon Mackenzie (Co-opted)
                    
 APOLOGIES	         Cllr Rebecca Cady (Chairman)
                                Cllr Barry Quinn
                                Cllr David Purshouse
         
IN ATTENDANCE   4 Members of the Public
		          Dorset Councillor Cherry Brooks
        Liz Maidment (Parish Clerk)
           


1.   Public Participation Time for 15 Minutes
0.  A resident raised concerns regarding application 6/2020/0058 as she felt the proposed glass frontage would reflect car headlights. Also, as it is south facing it would cause a constant glare on an already dangerous bend. 
0. On the application a red line is drawn around the area of access which they claim to own. A resident at the meeting explained that it was actually owned by them and the proposed building would not have the right to use the current access and would have to construct one that goes directly onto the A352. It was confirmed that they have the right to refuse permission to use the access. 
0. The Flood Wardens said that even after the heavy rain the river is running well, however the bottom valley has filled up quickly. There has been no official maintenance done near the railway line and the area is now overgrown. The Flood Warden asked if he could write to the Swanage Railway Trust for their advice. The Vice Chair confirmed that as Flood Warden he could write on behalf of the Parish Council.
0. A resident has been offered a free, fast fibre trial from Talktalk. She asked if other people have been offered. It was explained that this service is only available to Holmebridge residents and the Holme project is still ongoing.

1.  Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Cady, Cllr Quinn and Cllr Purshouse
4.    Granting of Dispensation
 No applications for a dispensation had been made.
5.    Declarations of Interest
 No declarations of interest were declared. 
6.    Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 6th February 2020
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 6th February 2020 were approved as a true account. As Cllr Child was not in attendance at the last meeting it was therefore duly signed by Cllr Evans.
7.   Matters arising from the minutes
a)	Cllr Quinn has contacted Royal Mail about the Farrer Estate postcode, it appears that there is little that can be done. He will also find out the Ordnance Survey’s opinion.
b) County Cllr Brooks and Cllr Quinn have been liaising with Steve Mepham from Highways regarding signage for the Remembrance service. It is currently ongoing, but they hope to deal with it the weekend of 7th March.
c)	 On 2020-03-277 Item 18c the word “proposed” needs to be added before the word “policy”
d)  Cllr Quinn has contacted Richard Drax after finding out what happens on the Lulworth Estate. There is no national policy on deer control and management, therefore the responsibility lies with the individual landowners. It was discussed that the Parish Council could follow it up by writing formally to Richard Drax. Regarding the Suez land, public have right of access to the common land and that is a third party risk to the landowner, should anything happen during the culling of the deer. Cllr Wiltshire has done some research and has found out that the British Deer Society are pressing for legislation and are currently conducting a survey.
e) ROW Team Senior Ranger for this area has been contacted by Cllr Quinn about the policy on signage, guidance and the right to roam anywhere.
7.    Consideration and approval of maintenance contract
       The contract has been duly signed by Tim Lee.
9.    Planning Applications or Planning Information received
       6/2020/0058 – Land at East Stoke BH20 6AN. Outline application to erect dwelling.
       The Parish Council objects to this planning application due to the following reasons:-

Section 3 refers to an erection of an affordable detached dwelling, but this seems inconsistent with the Design and Access Statement. It is unclear how this might be delivered.

Section 14 refers to the last use. Whilst it is true that two semi-detached cottages previously stood on this site in the 1960s, they were destroyed before 1989 as stated in the Design and Access Statement and so the last actual use of the land was as an allotment.

Section 17 refers to Market Housing but this is inconsistent with Section 3 and the type of dwelling has not been ticked.

Certificate of Ownership B. It is unclear from the redacted copy as to who this has been served on but it has been amended. Clearly there has been an issue with the owners of the adjacent property, but the Parish Council believes the lane belongs to Holme Estate. If that is the case, then both should have been served notice. 

Redacted Application Form for Outline Planning Permission
The Parish Council would like to highlight further inconsistencies with the redacted form.

Section 4 refers to an erection of an affordable detached dwelling
Section 6 refers to last use but the comment above applies
Section 7 refers specifically to social housing which is a type of affordable housing but is inconsistent with the other application form. Social housing should mean it is operated by a Registered Social Landlord but there is no reference to this.

Site Plan.
This has been updated to reflect vehicle splays but it is unclear as to whether all of the red lined area is in the applicant’s ownership.

Design and Access Statement
Page 4 refers to historical access from the track but there is no physical or documentary evidence to support this and local knowledge suggests this was not the case. This also appears to be supported by the historical mapping on page 5.

Page 7 refers to the old bus stop which is misleading as it is only used for school transport. Public transport is from the bus stops at Middlefield.

Pages 8-11 Planning Policy
In principle the Parish Council was previously not against a dwelling being put back on the site so the policies quoted may hold true. The reasons are set out on page 12 but the objections were the time lapse since the original cottages were destroyed by fire and also from Highways although this is not stated. It is not clear whether the bungalows were given permission when the land was first acquired from the Estate.

Pages 13-15 Design Response
This section refers to identified local need for affordable housing with the parish and neighbouring parishes although this is not backed up by evidence. The last Housing Needs Assessment was conducted some time ago. There is no
reference to social housing.

The eco house design illustrated on page 16 is out of keeping with the area and the large area of glass could be potentially a hazard to vehicles travelling east in particular through light reflection. It refers to screening through hedging but this would have to be very dense and thus could defeat the object of maximising light from the south facing aspect. The proposed access is located on a stretch of road where there is a 40mph speed limit with a double white centre line. There have been numerous accidents near this blind bend including fatalities. Some of these accidents have resulted in vehicles actually crashing into the proposed site.

Pages 16 Planning Case
It is not demonstrated as to how this application would meet the criteria for affordable housing.
10.  Update on Previous Planning Applications
       There are no updates about the Farrer Estate as the Planning Department is waiting for evidence from Natural England.
11.	Report from the Dorset Council Councillor
a)	Dorset Council has been awarded £4.335m from the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Rural Connected Communities. Four trials in the county will look at innovative public, social and business uses of improved mobile coverage. They will test whether this connectivity can be delivered cheaper and quicker using existing masts, buildings and fibre wherever possible to minimise visual and other impacts on communities. The areas are Connected Coasts which will be for air sea rescue, Agri-tech for connecting rural farms, Lulworth Estate and a 5G Innovation Hub at the Dorset Innovation Park.
b)	Dorset Council has been successful in being awarded a grant of £472,000 to help reduce the number of rough sleepers. This bid was achieved by working in conjunction with Julia’s House, The Lantern Trust, The Bus Shelter and Citizens Advice.
c)	The Dorset Council’s budget for 2020/21 was approved on 18th February. The council tax will be increased by just under 4% to cover the cost of social care. 
d)	There will be a governance review which will include looking at other authorities to work out the best practice. It has been proposed that there will be a second tier underneath the Cabinet called the team leaders. Many of the current committees overlap their work, therefore it has been decided to subdivide them into four. 
e)	Feedback from Town and Parish Councils, residents and businesses have been used in the Local Plan. The Climate Emergency Declaration will be an integral part of this. Schemes such as charging points in the streets and renewable energy will be investigated.
f)	The Purbeck Local Plan has not been approved yet, due to the Inspectorate being off sick.
g)	Dorset Council and BCP have run a joint consultation on ‘The Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework Supplementary Planning Document’ (SPD) which covers the period 2020-2025. One element is that the net increase in residential development within 5 kilometres has an adverse impact on the Dorset Heathlands. 
h)	A resident has complained about the flooding in Highwood as she and her neighbours are currently unable to leave their houses as the levels are so high. Highways are aware of the situation and jetters are needed to clear the culvert. Action: County Cllr Brooks to contact Highways for an update.
11.    Any Police issues to report or update on issues reported
No issues to report.
12.   Hethfelton Update
a)	The six week consultation on the Mineral Development Plan has now passed and is believed to be with Central Government who will make the final decision.
b)  The tape at the western entrance came down during the winter storms, but have now been reinstated. The timber is now up for re-sale again as the original customer no longer requires it.
c)  Building of the new entrance to Hethfelton House was due to start but hasn’t yet.
13.    Pedestrian Gate to Parish Land
Quotes have been received from Heartwood and Sharman Fencing. The Clerk is waiting to hear back from Dickon Hannant and Steve Brown. Tim Lee has said that he does not have the expertise to undertake the work. The item will be discussed at the next meeting.
14.    Spring Newsletters
The deadline for submitting articles will be Monday 30th April. The newsletters will be ready for delivery on Thursday 9th. Suggested articles include Hethfelton, Holyrood Church, History of East Stoke, VE Day, Deer and explanation that due to a limited budget it maybe necessary for volunteers to do litter picking, clearing grips and cleaning street signage.
15.    Highway Issues
       a) Update on issues reported
Cllr Quinn has reported a number of potholes on the A352, Binnegar Lane and Puddletown Road some of which have been repaired and also the damaged sign on the A352 past Rose Cottage. The Clerk has reported the numerous potholes around the Woolbridge roundabout.
       b)	A352 Footpath
It has all been cleared, but the repair work near the speed camera has not been carried out yet.
c)  Repair work on culverts in Wood Street and Bindon Lane
     Discussed 2020-20-03-277 Item 11h.
d)  Flying posting in the village
     The banners at the A352/B3070 junction have come down except for one.
e) Other Issues
i)	There were numerous trees down along Bindon Line
ii)	The deer sign opposite the Black Dog has been re-installed.
16.  Consultations for consideration or New Items for Discussion/Consideration 
a)    Launch of the public consultation on the draft North East, draft North West, draft
       South East and draft South West Marine Plans. The public consultation is now
       open for comment until the 6th April 2010. Noted.
b)    NDA News Announcements. The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority are running  a consultation on the NDA Local Economic and Social Impact Strategy 2020 – 2026: Draft for Consultation: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nda-local-economic-and-social-impact-strategy-2020-to-2026-draft-for-consultation. The closing date is Sunday 15th March. Noted.
c)    Wareham Neighbourhood Plan Reg 14 consultation. The draft Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents can be found online at https://www.warehamplan.co.uk/. The consultation starts 28th February and will conclude on 14th April 2020. Noted.
17.  Correspondence Received
      All of the following items of correspondence were circulated prior to the
      meeting. 
a)	 Camp Bestival - Event Management Plan. The festival will take place from Thursday 30th July to Monday 2nd August. Noted.
       b)	Confirm Report: Road works report – Purbeck. It includes works to create a new bellmouth/junction at Hethfelton House from 24th- 28th February and a new drainage pipe on Bindon Lane between 9th-13th March. Noted.
       c)        Places available at Finance for Councillors course on Tuesday 25 February and Thursday 26 March this will take place at the Durweston Village Hall. Noted.
       d)        DAPTC E-Newsletter No. 21 - February 2020. The new DAPTC website has been launched. The DAPTC Conference will be on 30th March at Kingston Maurward. Noted.
       e)        Community-led Housing in Dorset - Tuesday 17 March. Wessex Community Assets are running a series of free seminars, including the Dorford Centre in Dorchester on Tuesday 17 March, 6-8pm. Noted.
       f)         News release: Climate and Ecological Emergency panel January update. Dorset Council will be adopting the Balloon and Sky Lantern Release Policy. The intentional outdoor release of balloons and sky lanterns (“lanterns”) will be classed as an act of littering, and thereby to discourage such activities across Dorset and to completely prohibit releases from Council-owned land and premises. Noted.
       g)        Faster broadband is now available to some residents and businesses in your parish through full fibre. Properties in the Holmebridge (BH20 6AH) will receive a leaflet through their doors explaining about the service. Noted.
       h)        You're invited to Purbeck - Building Health Partnerships (25 Feb 2020). 
This is to meet and look at how the Partnership can develop and support local services to deliver care to our population, but in a better, collaborative, integrated way. Noted.
i) Dorset Best Village Competition. The closing date for entries is Friday 26th June.
j)	DAPTC Chief Executive Appointment. Neil Wedge will be starting as the association’s Chief Executive on 1 April. Noted.
k)    NALC Spring Conference 2020. This will take place on 17th March and costs £322.87 per delegate. Noted.
l)     Rural Connected Communities - News Release. Dorset Council has been awarded £4.3 million to boost rural mobile connectivity. The 5G trials will include the Lulworth Estate and a 5G Innovation Hub at the Dorset Innovation Park, Winfrith. The project will start in March 2020 and is due to be completed by the end of March 2022. Noted.
m)	Temporary closure of A352 at Wool Level Crossing. It will come into operation on Monday 16th March 2020 and will remain in force for five days. However, it is anticipated that the works will take place between 23.45hrs, Monday 16 March and 06.00hrs, Tuesday 17 March 2020. Noted.
n)   Calling for Information on Litter Hotspots in Dorset! To help Litter Free Dorset with the campaign they are asking people to get in touch with your ‘Litter Hotspots’ across Dorset. Noted.
18.  Finance
       The following payments were approved.
Amount     Cheque No
 Miss E Maidment March 2020 Salary		            £220.83      000564
 Dorset County Pension Fund				  £64.25      000565
 Re-imburse E Maidment for Standpipe Charges		  £12.22      000566
20.   Items for Information or next agenda
Cllr Mackenzie has brought a house in Hungary and will be spending six months of the year there. He asked if he would need to stand down. Action: The Clerk to consult the regulations.
21.    Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 2nd April at the River Laboratories.
	
 With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at  
 20.09

        Chairman:					Date………………
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