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MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF EAST STOKE HELD ON THURSDAY 4TH JUNE 2020



PRESENT              Cllr Rebecca Cady (Chairman)
    Cllr Neill Child (Vice-Chairman)
    Cllr Barry Quinn
                     Cllr Chris Evans
	          Cllr Tessa Wiltshire
                     Cllr David Purshouse
                     Cllr Gordon Mackenzie (Co-opted)
                    
 APOLOGIES	           None
         
IN ATTENDANCE   1 Members of the Public
		          Dorset Councillor Cherry Brooks
                               Mr W. Bond 
        Liz Maidment (Parish Clerk)
           


1.   Presentation by Will Bond
Cllr Cady welcomed everybody to the meeting and explained that it was the Parish
Council’s first either zoom meeting.
Mr Bond gave a brief outline of the variation of condition 6/2020/0158. The main elements of the variation to the 2015 application was for the approvement for the rows of solar panels to be shifted to the field boundary in order to fit in more with the landscape. An area with archaeology interest has now been included in the new plan as it has now been assessed to be of a low adverse magnitude of impact. The battery storage technology is changing rapidly and it will now include a newer type of infrastructure. 
0. It was asked what consultations have taken place. As it will only be infilling it was not required to consult Natural England as there is no impact on the designated SSSI. Historic England has been fully involved. The capacity will be increasing as the new standard panel has one and a half times the power therefore the scheme will increase from 12 to 26. 
0. In 2015 a resident inquired as to whether it can be seen from the Primrose Farm area. Only four properties would see it from their dormer windows at Middlefield Cottages and as the new proposal is for infill there will be no change.
0. Cllr Cady went through the individual conditions. Condition 2 the scale size has changed and also the panel output has increased.
0. Condition 3 is regarding the landscape mitigation, the AONB team wanted to   have bigger trees planted. 
0.          Condition 6 is also referring to planting for mitigation reasons.
0. Condition 9, variation on security cameras. The new cameras will point into the scheme rather than out.
0. Condition 12, the requirement is now to have a sustainable urban drainage scheme this is to include flood control.
0. Condition 13, biodiversity mitigation. A more mathematical process is now required to be demonstrated to show the biodiversity.
0. Point 15 to increase lifespan. Panels used to be guaranteed for 15 years and the design life of 25 years. It is now expanded to a 40 year lifespan.
0. What preparations have been made so far on the current application? New hedges have been planted, old hedges have increased, some of the access tracks and installing the grid connection. They would have liked to have built all of it this summer but due to Covid 19 this has been delayed until next summer.
0. Cllr Mackenzie (Co-opted) asked where the battery storage facility is located in the new plans. It is shown near the substation. He also inquired if the substation will be 4 metres high by 6 metres? Will Bond confirmed it will be GRP prefab buildings, one for outgoing electricity being 8ft by 8ft and the other for solar will also be 8ft by 8ft. It is hoped to do another variation to make it look more like an agricultural building.
0. Cllr Quinn asked Unitary Cllr Brooks why none of the consultees are listed on the plan.  This will be checked as there are no reports on the website. At the moment it only shows Councillors and residents.

1.  Public Participation 
A member of the public submitted a comment stating there has been an increase in the amount of dog fouling on the new common land around Binnegar Lane/Hall since the lockdown. Cllr Quinn will consult with the Rights of Way team on the legality of wording that can be used on signage and to put a sign on the gate.
1. Apologies
     No apologies were received.
4.  Granting of Dispensation
     No applications for a dispensation had been made.
5.  Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were declared. 
6.   Planning Applications or Planning Information received
      Variation of condition - 6/2020/0158 - Land at Stokeford Farm.    Variation of conditions 2, 3, 6, 9, 12, 13 & 15 of planning permission 6/2015/0516 (Construction of a 12 MW solar photovoltaic park with ground mounted photovoltaic arrays and ancillary equipment including substations, inverters, fencing and security cameras) to revise the layout and the drainage scheme, and increase the period of operation to 40 years and 6 months.
i) Concerns were raised as to whether residents would see the panels more as the infilling is on higher land. It was commented upon that it would be useful to have photoshots of the development similar to what was produced in 2015. At present it is difficult to visualise it with the mitigation in place.
ii) Unitary Cllr Brooks stated that she cannot have any involvement as it is currently delegated.
iii) It was noted that the 2015 development received more support from people outside the area rather than neighbours.
iv) Due to the archaeological significance it was felt that the Parish Council cannot properly submit their comments until the statutory bodies publish their reports. It was questioned as to whether these organisations have actually been consulted as there is no information available on the planning portal. 
v) On the 2015 application concerns were raised about the area becoming industrialised and it is was commented that it is even more so due to planning consent given to the quarry extension, wind turbines and the eco burning plant. It was initially proposed that sheep could graze on the site, but with the infilling it was considered that it would be less likely.
vi) The consensus of opinion of the Parish Council, is that they would not be able to comment on this application due to lack of information from the statutory bodies.
vii) It was asked if the Parish would benefit financially in any way. It was explained by Cllr Cady that there would be a community fund, which would be similar to the one that operates for the Good Energy solar farm at Tout Hill which donates £5000 per year to good causes.
viii) It was also discussed if the neighbours have been contacted as letters should have been sent to all of them.

7.  Finance
       The following payments were approved.
Amount     Cheque No
 Miss E Maidment May 2020 Salary		            £220.83      000
 Dorset County Pension Fund				  £64.25      000
 Tim Lee (Churchyard maintenance)			 £480.00     000
 It was acknowledged that Tim Lee has done a good job in clearing the compost heap and the grass seed will be sown when the ground is less dry. Cllr Cady asked the resident of the “Tower” if he could clear the compost heap which currently acts as a makeshift boundary wall. Phase 5 of the Churchyard project will be to plant a hedge between the Churchyard and the neighbouring gardens.
8.   Items for Information or next agenda
Cllr Mackenzie has brought a house in Hungary and will be spending six months of the year there and will be leaving on 15th July. He explained that it would be extremely difficult for him to carry on as Parish Councillor. 
9.    Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting
       A date for the next meeting was not agreed due to the current Covid 19 situation.
	
 With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at  
 20.20

        Chairman:					Date………………
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