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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF EAST STOKE HELD ON THURSDAY 5th JUNE 2025 AT LONGTHORNS CAMPSITE 
                     PRESENT                  Cllr Rebecca Cady (Chairman)
Cllr Chris Evans
Cllr Fenella Lewin
Cllr Neill Child
Cllr Keith Evans
APOLOGIES               Cllr Barry Quinn
                                    Cllr Graeme Langley
                                    Dorset Cllr Ben Wilson
IN ATTENDANCE       Liz Maidment (Parish Clerk)  
 


1.        Public participation period for 15 minutes 
           Before the meeting, a resident raised a complaint regarding the grass area at Middlefield, being used by Aster for storage. Both the Parish Council and Dorset Cllr Wilson have been in communication with Aster to address this issue. Aster confirmed that they are using the area for storage because they have no alternative space available, as they are storing equipment for building work on houses in Wool and Bovington.

           Residents were not adequately informed about this situation; they became aware only when one resident was asked to move their vehicle from the highway to allow access. Initially, there were bollards and fencing surrounding the entire grass area, but now it has been cleared, providing some space for children to play.

           One resident has complained, noting they pay fees for the maintenance of this area but cannot use it. Additionally, there is concern about an expected increase in vehicle traffic, as larger vehicles will need to access the already overcrowded road.

            Aster has notified the Parish Council that the goal post will be removed within the next month. It was suggested that residents could form a committee to organise the area as a community space and apply for funding for new goal posts. There was also a discussion about designating the area as a village green and whether planning permission would be required for the container. Action: The Clerk will contact Dorset Cllr Wilson for him to inquire about planning permission and to speak to Highways regarding the increase in traffic. Cllr Cady will contact various residents to see if they are interested in forming a committee.
     2.        Apologies 
Apologies were received and the reasons were approved from Cllr Quinn, Cllr Langley and Dorset Cllr Wilson
3.        Granting of Dispensation 
         No applications for a dispensation had been made. 
4.        Declarations of Interest 
           No declarations of interest were made. 
5.        To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 1st May 2025
           The minutes from Thursday 1st May 2025, were duly signed by Cllr Cady.
6.        Matters arising from the minutes 
There were no matters arising.

  7.         Planning Applications or Planning Information received 
a)	P/VOC/2025/02783 - Masters Hyde Pit, Puddletown Road. The construction and operation of an aggregate processing plant and associated infrastructure, including weighbridge and site offices, and to import both natural sand and manufactured limestone sand to blend with materials excavated from Hyde Pit to enhance the range of products produced from the quarry (with variation to condition 4 of planning permission 6/2016/0656 to include an ultra-fine sand recovery plant).
            The Parish Council was not initially informed, as the location was incorrectly identified as being in the Bere Regis Parish, when it is actually on the southern side of Puddletown Road. The Parish Council has the following comments: How much dust and noise will it generate? Are there any restrictions on the operating hours? Will the plant have dust mitigation measures?
b)	P/STA/2025/02610 - 1 Manor Farm Cottages, Church Lane, BH20 6AW.  Consent under section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 to install or keep installed an electric line above ground; and for a direction under section 90(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 that planning permission for the proposed development be deemed to be granted.
           No comments or objections.
    8.        Update of Previous Applications or planning information 
a)	    Update on the Suez Land
            The extraction on this site was quicker than they had anticipated.  It was agreed that it would be kept on the agenda for next month so that Cllr Quinn can give an update.
9.      Dorset Council Report
              The report was circulated prior to the meeting. 
a)	        It has been confirmed that the section of Holme Lane resurfacing, queried by a member of the public at the May meeting, was carried out due to "carriageway considered suitable for surface dressing – “wheel tracks and centre lines – fatty and stripping under trees is poor”
b)		There have been no further updates regarding the Farrer Estate or the SANG. Dorset Cllr Wilson has contacted the planning department to discuss the possibility of re-evaluating the SANG location and de-coupling the two applications. This would hopefully allow the main application to proceed. An update will be forwarded to the Parish Council once it is received.
     10.      Any Police issues to report or update on issues reported 
There was an RTC in Stokeford on Sunday 1st June, and another at the Holme Lane/B3070 junction.
     11.      Village Hall Committee Shipping Container
A number of years ago, the Village Hall Committee purchased a shipping container to store various equipment, such as gazebos and barbecues, needed for their fundraising events. One of the committee members agreed to store the container on his land; however, this field is now being sold and must be vacated by 1st September. The committee has requested permission from the Parish Council to store the container on the parish land.

There was a question about whether planning permission would be necessary. The transportation of the container has already been arranged, as a truck and crane are available. It was noted that it will not travel along Church Lane due to its narrowness. One suggestion was to place the container on the old village hall site. The committee agreed to ask the landowner for permission to use that site, but if that is not possible, they will proceed with placing it on parish land.  The Grounds Maintenance Contractor should be notified, as he may have suggestions for the best location, considering there are some boggy areas on the land. Action: Dorset Cllr Wilson to be contacted to find out about planning permission.
 12.     Highways Issues 
a)    Update on issues 
              No updates. 
      b)     Speed Indicator Device
                       This will be moved in a couple of weeks.
                c)    Puddletown Rd resurfacing
Signage will be displayed at the entrance to Binnegar Lane explaining that the road is unsuitable for large vehicles and should not be used as a cut-through for quarry vehicles. 
d)	Other Issues 
              A hedge at the Holme Lane/B3070 is overgrown and needs cutting back. Action: To be reported 

              on the Dorset Council portal.
 13. 	    Consultations for consideration or New Items for Discussion/Consideration 
a)	Draft Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation.  This consultation gives people the opportunity to help shape the strategy and get involved in nature recovery.  Closes 30th July. https://consultation.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/nr/lnrs/
       This will be published on the East Stoke Community site.
14.      Correspondence Received 
a)	How can Dorset Council work better with the VCS in Dorset? This survey is now closed. Noted.
b)	MEETING PACK - Winfrith SSG - Tuesday, 13 May 2025. The meeting of the Winfrith Site Stakeholder Group took place in Winfrith Village Hall. Noted.
c)	Work starts on increasing homes for local people, funding for youth projects and much more. Work will start to provide 100 homes to move homeless people out of bed and breakfast and into temporary accommodation. Noted.
d)	Lunch and Learn Session - Online Natural Flood Management links and resources.  For information on future sessions, please email floodwessex@environment-agency.gov.uk. Noted.
e)	PTAG Meeting Notes. The next meeting of the Purbeck Transport Action Group will be at the Purbeck Youth Centre, Wareham on 22 July. Noted.
f)	Cleaning Up Dorset's Rivers - Zoom Event 13th May, 7:00 pm. This included guest speaker Simon Browning, Monitoring Technical Lead at The Rivers Trust. Noted.
g)	A Haven for women, help for Dorset families, collecting data about road collisions and much more.  Article encouraging people to report more near misses https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/Report-a-non-injury-collision-or-near-miss Noted.
h)	Summer Bus Services. The Breezer 30 will run roughly once an hour between Weymouth and Swanage. Noted.
i)	Proposed Temporary Closure Of B3070 At Holme Level Crossing.  The closure has been requested to allow Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd safe access to undertake level crossing
       maintenance works. These works are programmed to commence from 23:59 on 1st July 2025 until 06:00 on 2nd July 2025. Noted.
j)	Piddlehinton Traveller and Transit Site - Message from Dorset Council.  Dorset Council owns and operates the Transit site from April to September to help manage unauthorised Gypsy and Traveller encampments. Noted.
k)	Dorset Local Plan – Parish and Town Council Event. The event will take place on: Monday 14 July 2025 at: Dorchester Corn Exchange. Noted.
l)	Exciting news for housing and nature, discover Dorset’s history, and much more.  Dorset History Centre has started a new series of short lunchtime talks open to everyone. These sessions take place on the last Wednesday of each month. Noted.
15. Finance 
a)	To note the following deposit
First half of Precept							        £4875.00
b)   The following payments were duly approved and will be paid electronically. Cllr Cady and   Cllr Child to approve the payments 
                                                                                                                Amount 
		Miss E Maidment Salary 					  	          £292.77
Dorset Council Pension Fund	                        		   	           £78.42
DAPTC Annual Subscription						          £255.50
Re-imburse E Maidment for McAfee Subscription                                        £79.99
Barker-Fox Associates						          £125.00
i)	To note the direct debit
		HMRC Income Tax							  £4.80
                        This was duly noted.
  c)	Parish Council Annual Return
To complete, approve and sign Section 1 - The Annual Governance Statement of
the Annual Return.
This was unanimously agreed upon and signed by the Chairman
  d)  Approval of Annual Statement of Accounts
i)         To note the restatement of the Annual Statement of the Receipts and
Payments Account year ending 31st March 2025 and notes to these


Accounts.
This was unanimously agreed upon and signed by the Chairman.
ii)        To consider and approve Section 2 of the Annual Return, end of year
bank reconciliation and the explanation of differences.
The Fixed Asset Register has been updated to include the new Farrer Estate noticeboard and was signed by the Chairman. It was unanimously agreed that all the answers to the statements were “yes” except for the one regarding Trust Funds, as the Parish Council is not the sole trustee of any trust funds. Section 2 was then signed by the Chairman.
iii)       To confirm no conflict of interest with the Auditor BDO LLP.
	It was confirmed that there was no conflict of interest and it was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
iv)	To confirm and approve the Notice for Public Rights Period.
 The period for the public rights and publication will be from 9th June to 18th July. 
e)  To note the Internal Auditor's letter and recommendations.
The letter and recommendations have been received. The Clerk to circulate the action plan at the next meeting. Councillors' email addresses have been added to the website. The risk assessment will be reviewed to ensure that the SID is included.
  17.  Items for information or next agenda 
It was asked if there is any news on Camp Bestival as the Traffic Orders are normally circulated by now.  At the present time there have been no notifications, and the residents’ meeting has not been publicised. 
 18.   Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting 
  The next meeting will be on Thursday 3rd July. Cllr Lewin sends her apologies.

With no further business to transact, the Chairman closed the meeting at 19.59
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