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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF EAST STOKE HELD ON THURSDAY 1ST OCTOBER 2020



PRESENT              Cllr Rebecca Cady (Chairman)
    Cllr Neill Child (Vice-Chairman)
    Cllr Barry Quinn
    Cllr Tessa Wiltshire
                      Cllr David Purshouse
                      Cllr Chris Evans
                     
                    
 APOLOGIES	          Cllr Graeme Langley (Co-opted)
                                 
         
IN ATTENDANCE   Dorset Councillor Cherry Brooks
			Liz Maidment (Parish Clerk)
           


1. To receive the Declaration of Acceptance and Register of Interest forms from Co-Opted Councillor
The forms had not been received yet and the item will be kept on the agenda.
1. Public Participation 
There were no members of the public in attendance
1. Apologies
Cllr Graeme Langley (Co-opted)
4.  Granting of Dispensation
     No applications for a dispensation had been made.
5.  Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were declared. 
6.	Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Thursday 3rd September 2020
      It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd September were approved as a true account. An amendment was made on Item 13 as the wording was changed to “residents”.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
7.   Matters arising from the minutes
      a) Cllr Quinn will lead a working group to tidy up the old St Mary’s site. It was commented upon that it is very overgrown and heavy machinery would be required to clear the site. A large group of volunteers would be needed. Cllr Quinn will look at the management plan and will speak to Paul Whitmarsh. Organisations have helped in the past and the River Labs has expressed an interest in helping. Cllr Quinn will contact them.
     b) The Clerk has contacted the Rights of Way Officer, and is waiting on a response.
     c)  The Parish land pedestrian gate has now been installed
8.  Planning Applications or Planning Information received.
     Listed Building Consent - 6/2020/0373 - Grapevine Cottage, BH20 6AH. Replace 3 windows & door on east elevation & replace 2 doors of existing annex on south elevation.
     The Parish Council have no objections.
9.    Update on Previous Applications or planning information.
       No update.
10.  Report from the Dorset County Councillor
        a)	It was agreed that staff should continue to work from home until March of next year. It was recommended that there should be no indoor meetings and instead would be held virtually.
        b)           There has been changes to the Cabinet including Cllr Jill Haynes is now Portfolio Holder for Customer & Community Services. This role includes the waste management and she has been dealing with the problem of the flytipping meat. The legal limit for the Cabinet is ten plus a leader. Six new lead councillor roles have been created to support the portfolio holders, although they would not have voting rights.  Unitary Cllr Brooks will be the Lead Member for Highways.  
       c)            During the Covid crisis, there have been people who have been put into financial difficulties and measures have been put in place to support people. It was requested to pass on the details to anyone who needs it and it can go through Unitary Cllr Brooks.
       d)           There are areas in East Stoke where there have been concerns over the planning.  These are being investigated by the Enforcement Officers.
       e)            Dorset Council are currently undertaking the end of year forecast. There will be a large shortfall this year and transformation will be required. £30 million will be needed with some of this coming from the reserves, it will also mean that the transformation process will be increased. It was questioned if there will be money from Central Government. They have received money, but they are lobbying for more. It was asked if they are obliged to balance the books. They do intend to balance, however they would be required to use some of their reserves.
11.  Police issues to report or update on issues reported.
       No issues to report
12.  Old St Mary’s Church
       Cllr Quinn will organise a working group.
13.  Parish Land Pedestrian Gate
       This has been installed and looks good.
14.  Autumn Newsletter
       a)            There is uncertainty about Remembrance Sunday. Cllr Quinn has been in correspondence with Jenny Hunt, who will be leading the service. There are logistical problems in organising the event as it has to abide by social distancing rules, especially the rule of six. The key information for Remembrance Sunday needs to be finalised in the next couple of weeks in order to go in the newsletter. Other villages have cancelled their large scale services and will only have a few people laying wreaths. Cllr Cady suggested to stream it live online instead and to have a trial run beforehand. Action Cllr Quinn will seek clarification over the rules and Unitary Cllr Brooks will speak to Steve Mepham to see if the road signs have been produced.
       b)            Cllr Wiltshire will write an update on Hethfelton which will include the parking restrictions, the collection of wood and an increase in dog fouling in the area.
       c)             The newsletter will be sent out electronically to the majority of households except for recipients of Hawkin Trust gifts in the past and residents of the Farrer Estate.  It will also be published on the Facebook and website pages. It is planned that the newsletters will be available from 24th-31st October.
15.  Remembrance Sunday
       Discussed 283/13/a
16.  Flytipping Issues
       The flytipped meat is currently being investigated by the Council and a press release has been circulated. It is believed to be commercial products and that it originated in the Bedford area.
17.  Missed refuse collections
       It is hoped that with the change to the Cabinet position there will be more proactive with the collection problems. It was asked if households would be reimbursed if a large number of their collections were missed. Unitary Cllr Brooks said that they could ask, but if the costs were broken down it would be a very small amount. There were problems in recruiting ground operatives as the salaries are lower than in Poole. Contractors are sometimes used and the Council will now look at their contracts on a more commercial basis, which will, if necessary entail penalties to the companies involved. It was agreed for the Parish Council to put in a formal representation. There have been incidents where householders have missed 10 out of the 18 collections. Action: Cllr Quinn will send the representation to John Sellgren, the Executive Director of Place.
18.  Hethfelton
       Cllr Wiltshire has noticed that the spoil at the northern boundary seems to be fresh and that the excavation is moving closer to the boundary, but they can’t move over until the relevant planning applications go through. Information on the deer will be included in the newsletter. 
19.  Highways Issues
        a)     Update on issues
                i)	It has been discovered that there are no deer warning signage along the Puddletown Rd. Highways will be contacted to request as much signage as possible along the road. It was also commented upon that the deer sign opposite the Black Dog is not in a prominent position and should be located somewhere more visible. Action: The Clerk to contact Highways.
                ii)      Cllr Wiltshire raised concerns regarding speeding along the A352. There were two accidents in East Stoke and it was found that one had no other vehicle involved, although there is uncertainty as to whether it was speed related.
                iii)     Highways have looked at the unofficial layby along the A352 and have explained that it depends on the ownership of it as to if they can reinstall the bollards. Action: The Clerk to contact Steve Mepham
     16.   Consultations for consideration or New Items for Discussion/Consideration
       a)   Property Flood Resilience study for the Environment Agency. An internet-based survey to collect opinions on Property Flood Resilience from owners and occupiers.  The survey can be accessed via: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ownersandoccupiers/. This has been forwarded to the Flood Wardens.
17.     Correspondence Received
a) 	Planet Purbeck Open Meeting Thurs 24th Sept 19:00-20:30. Their intention is to create their own umbrella environmental group for Purbeck. Noted.
b)	Arne Neighbourhood Plan. The final examiner’s report into the Arne Neighbourhood Plan has been received. Dorset Council considered the recommendations contained in the report and agreed the plan as modified could proceed to referendum. Noted.
c)	DAPTC E-News 4th September '20. Updates include the Consultation -  Planning Reform Proposals for England which closes on 29th October. https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/MHCLG-Planning-for-the-Future/  Noted.
d)	DAPTC E-News Weekly Update 8th September. Details include new on-line training courses and E-Learning sessions that have now been added to the Training and Events pages of the DAPTC website. Bookings are now being taken.  Noted.
e)	News release: Dorset Libraries to restart reservation system. From Monday 14 September, residents will be able to start reserving items again from the library catalogue, for pick up from libraries in Dorset.  Library visitors will also be able to make reservations in person at their local branch.  Noted.
f)	Temporary closure of B3070 at Holmebridge Level Crossing. It will come into operation on Monday 12th October 2020 and will remain in force for five days.  It is anticipated that the works will take place over four consecutive nights (22.00hrs till 07.00hrs) and will be completed by Friday 16th October. Noted.
g)	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, urgent temporary closure of Bindon Lane, Wool. It will come into operation on 21 September 2020 between 09:30 and 15:30 and will remain in force for five days, however it is anticipated that the works will be completed by 22 September. Noted.
h)    News: Potential changes at Household Recycling Centres (HRCs), Blandford HRC to close for 10 days. The Council is working closely with site operators W&S Recycling to test the opening of more parking bays at various HRCs in order to accommodate more visitors and reduce queuing times.  Noted.
i)	8pm Last Night - COVID-19 Update. The DAPTC will now be back working from home until further notice. Legally physical council meetings can take place in what is described as exceptional circumstances. DAPTC opinion is not to have them. Breakthrough Communications are doing a launch webinar on 9th October to showcase the 12 courses which will be coming up over the next 9 months. Noted.

18.  Finance
       a) The following was approved at the last meeting
								Amount     Chq Number
 Miss E Maidment Sept 2020 Salary	             £220.83      000590
 Dorset County Pension Fund		             £64.25        000591                                        
 Re-imburse E Maidment for stamps, envelopes and A4 paper
                                                                            £12.04        000592
Steve Brown (installation of gate)                       £429.00      000593
T. Lee (Grounds maintenance 26/6-12/9)          £802.50       000594

The cheques would be signed by Cllr Cady and Cllr Quinn
b) To receive and approve quote for new laptop
     The following quotes were discussed:-
      
https://www.currys.co.uk/gbuk/computing/laptops/laptops/lenovo-ideapad-3-14-laptop-amd-athlon-gold-128-gb-ssd-grey-10207999-pdt.html  
Currys              Lenovo Ideapad          £299

https://www.currys.co.uk/gbuk/computing/laptops/laptops/hp-14-cf3512sa-14-laptop-intel-core-i3-128-gb-ssd-black-10208067-pdt.html 
Currys              HP14                          £379

 https://www.laptopsdirect.co.uk/lenovo-v145-amd-a6-9225-8gb-256gb-ssd-dvdrw-15.6-inch-fhd-freedos-laptop-81mt004muk/version.asp Windows 10 not included
Laptops Direct  Lenovo V145             £299
This does not include Windows

Microsoft Packages

https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/p/microsoft-365-personal/cfq7ttc0k5bf?activetab=pivot%3aoverviewtab  
Microsoft 365 Personal £59.99

https://softmall.co.uk/product/microsoft-office-2019-home-and-student-windows10/  
Microsoft Office 2019 Home and Student Windows 10   £19.99

https://www.currys.co.uk/gbuk/computing-accessories/software/office-software/microsoft-office-home-student-2019-lifetime-for-1-user-10206941-pdt.html  £119.99
Microsoft Office Home & Student £119.99

It was agreed to purchase Office 2019. Cllr Quinn to forward details on a lifetime package for approximately £60. Cllr Purshouse will investigate Which recommended laptops. The laptops will be discussed and agreed via email. It was agreed that either Cllr Cady or the Clerk to purchase the laptop and will be re-imbursed next month.
 


19. Items for Information or next agenda
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Cady suggested if the Parish Council can set up internet banking as it will be easier to obtain up to date information. The regulation states that Parish Councils can now authorised to do this. Action: The Clerk to investigate.
20.    Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting
        The next meeting will be held via Zoom on Thursday 5th November at 7pm.
	
 With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at  
 20.24

        Chairman:					Date………………
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