MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST STOKE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2003

PRESENT


Barry Quinn  -  Chairman





Simon Cross  -  Vice Chairman





Tib Axon





Adrian Cullinane





Sara Grayson





Andy Saunders

APOLOGIES


Neil Child

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME

There were no persons present for this part of the meeting.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the last meeting held on 20th November as already circulated to Members were signed as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

1.  Parish Plan  -  The Chairman confirmed that now there had been sufficient response, an embryonic Steering Committee had been formed comprising of David and Gillian Topp, Adrian Lickiss and Maureen Quinn together with Barry Quinn from the Parish Council.   They had met on 16th December to go through the application for a grant to produce a Parish Plan.   Simon Thompson was present for advice.  Unfortunately Ros Cartright was unable to attend but the Chairman had received an e-mail confirming her support in the form of printing etc.   He asked her to provide an update on the type of support PDC was prepared to offer the Parish Council and East Stoke Community in the preparation and development of the Plan.  This would be needed to support our application for funding.    It was expected that this Plan would take about 18 months to complete.  The Chairman agreed to complete the application as there was additional supporting information needed. It was expected that the submission would reach DCA by the beginning of January.

2. Middlefield Play Area  -  The Chairman confirmed there had been no response from MCG to information provided or progress update although it was noted that the fence had now been repaired.   It is possible the Community Group are waiting to see what happens when the Housing Association take over the running of the Council properties next year.

3. Electoral Review  -  Chairman reported he had sent an e-mail to the Boundary Committee and as yet there had been no response.

4. War Memorial  -  The Clerk reported she had telephoned Dave Allerton at St. Blaise who confirmed the two posts to be renewed would be done when they next visited the Tower House to finalise repairs.   Gary Jones would telephone the Clerk concerning repairs to War Memorial to arrange a site visit.

5. Jason Wareham.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to DCC Highways as complaints had been received about the regular use of the heavy goods vehicle in Highwood Lane.   The verges were being damaged especially in the residential part of the lane.   Whilst the Parish Council recognise the need for access we would question the suitability of the site as an Operators Base, bearing in mind the weight restrictions on Highwood, Bindon and Holme Lanes.

6. Speeding on A352  -  It was noted that trees had been cleared at property on the ‘S’ bend.   Arguably, this could increase the number of accidents.

7. Finger post  -  this was still not back.   Nothing further to report.

8. Free Web Site  -  No information on site yet.

9. Appeal CJ Barnes – No report yet.

10. AONB Area  -  The Chairman asked the Clerk to ring Mark Sturgess of PDC to request definitive map of the area in our Parish.

11. Damaged Mirror at Site of River Lab  -  Now removed.

12. Holmebridge Crossing  -  Information had been passed on.   Await report from Malcolm Shakesby.

13. Flooding, Middlefield  -  Transco had filled and plugged the redundant pipe having cleared it back to the pond.

14. Annual Parish Meeting  -  Set date at next meeting and include in Newsletter

15. Power Cuts  -  Chairman confirmed he had been in touch with the Electricity Board re planned and non-planned power outages and a report had been provided to the clerk.

16. Old Ruins of St. Mary’s  -  Preliminary report received.  Chairman to read.

17. Hawkins Trust  -  Delivery of hampers and bottles to take place on Saturday 20thDecember.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

There were no applications for consideration at this month’s meeting.

PAST PLANNING

6/2003/919  -  Binnegar Hall  -  Refused.

Liz Rudd confirmed she had reported to the Planning Meeting at PDC supporting our views.   It was expected that this might now go to Appeal.

BUSINESS OF MEETING

1. District Councillor’s  Report

(a) The Comprehensive Performance Assessment was now complete and would be lodged with the Inspector in February

(b) Lottery Heritage bid for Rural Regeneration costing 2 million pounds was now in its first stage.   The deadline date of 10th December had now been extended to January.   The second stage was due in June.

(c) There had been a Council Tax meeting and it was expected the Council Tax Percentage for the coming year would not be into double figures.

2. Highways Traffic Information re Binnegar Quarry -  Copy letter from Arne Parish Council.  Chairman had copied for Peter Sills.   This issue would be addressed under the Parish Plan but borne in mind should there be any further planning issues in this area.

3. Audit Commission  -  Questionnaire to be completed.  Deferred until next meeting when the Council would put together a collective response.

4. PDC Affordable Housing Supplement Planning Guidance.  Chairman to read before next meeting.

5. UKAEA – Liaison Committee report for Quarter 1/7/03 – 30/9/03

6. DEFRA – Equine Issues.  Passports for horses.  Simon Cross to pass to his wife.

FINANCE

M. Welsh  - Churchyard Maintenance 1/10/03 – 31/12/03  -  £300

DAPTC    -  Training day for Clerk   12th January -  £12

These Accounts were passed for payment

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. It was noted that a large porch had been added to property at Primrose Farm.   Also an illuminated sign had been put up.   Liz Rudd to investigate any possible breach of planning regulations.

2. Andy Saunders reported that his wife had attended an informative  Footpath Liaison Training Day on 26th November.

3. The Chairman enquired if there were any BCF Fire Extinguishers in the Village Hall as these are now illegal and have to be properly disposed of.  He would investigate further.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

22nd January 2004.

Chairman’s Signature……………………………………….

Date………………………………………………………….

