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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF EAST STOKE HELD ON THURSDAY 9th JANUARY 2020



PRESENT             Cllr Rebecca Cady (Chairman)
   Cllr Neill Child (Vice Chairman)
	         Cllr Barry Quinn
                    Cllr David Purshouse
                    Cllr Chris Evans
	         Cllr Tessa Wiltshire
                    Cllr Gordon Mackenzie (Co-opted)
                    
 APOLOGIES	         None 
         
IN ATTENDANCE   2 Members of the Public
		          Dorset Councillor Cherry Brooks
        Liz Maidment (Parish Clerk)
           


1. To receive Declaration of Acceptance and Register of Interest Forms from Co-opted Councillor
The forms were duly signed by Gordon Mackenzie.
1.   Public Participation Time for 15 Minutes
It was asked if other residents are able to access superfast broadband from providers other than BT. The connectivity at present is very limited as the East and West Holme Broadband Scheme should have been delivered two years ago but various deadlines have been missed. A meeting in February will be held with BT Openreach to discuss progress of the broadband rollout.
1.  Apologies
None received
4.    Granting of Dispensation
 No applications for a dispensation had been made.
5.    Declarations of Interest
 No declarations of interest were declared. 
6.    Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 5th December 2019
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 5th December 2019 were approved as a true account. 
7.   Matters arising from the minutes
      a)	Item 13iv should have stated “contact” Highways rather than “contain”.
      b)	Item 15 iv. The site meeting was with Steve Mepham and it was reported to John Alford.
      c)	The risk assessment for Remembrance Day Services has been sent to John Alford. £100 needs to be ring-fenced for signage
8.    Planning Applications or Planning Information received
       None received.
9.    Update on Previous Planning Applications
None received.

It was agreed to delay Item 10 as Dorset Councillor Brooks was delayed at
another meeting.

11.  Any Police issues to report or update on issues reported
No report
12.  Churchyard Maintenance
a)	Tim Lee has cleared the compost heap at the far end. There has been no news on when the Fyler grave would be fixed. Cllr Quinn explained that it maybe possible to glue it in place and put it back in a vertical position. It was agreed to investigate this option by finding out which glue would be most suitable.
b)	The stile at the Parish Land is rotten and needs to be replaced. It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would obtain quotes for a kissing gate which would allow access to pedestrians but not motorbikes. Once the gate has been installed, the clearing of the overgrown area will then be done.  Action: The Clerk to obtain quotes
13.  Review Grounds Maintenance Tender
       The tender has been advertised on social media and so far it has reached 5723
       people and has resulted in 7 inquires. The deadline for the tenders is Friday 31st
       January.
  14.  Hethfelton Update
       a)	There has been no further movement of the logs which were meant to be removed in December. The laybys are looking unsightly as the tape has fallen on the ground. There have been incidents of vehicles parking at the farm gate which completely blocks the field entrance. It has been commented upon that with private money the layby area could be enlarged. Action: The Forestry Commission to be contacted in regard of “tidying up” the layby area.
        b) The Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and Dorset Mineral Sites Plan 2019 and Waste Plan 2019 was adopted on 31st December. Copies of the reports are available for inspection on the Dorset Council website and hard copies will also be available to view at County Hall and locations within BCP for a minimum of six weeks. It was asked if there are any maps available showing the paths, there is but it does not show the open access area. 
15.    Digital Preservation of Parish Records
         At the moment there is not a digital version of the minutes from May 1999 – March 2003 inclusive but these maybe on floppy disk. There are also a few minutes missing from 2003, 2004 and 2014. Once they have been found, they will all be transferred to the Dorset History Centre.
          Action: The Clerk will search for the missing minutes.
16.    Highway Issues
       a) Update on issues reported
The work to replace the collapsed culvert in Bindon Lane has not started yet as they are still waiting for better weather as at the moment it is far too wet for them to carry out the work. 
       b)	Speeding along Church Lane
There has been no further update as Highways were going to write up possible
options for signage.
c)  Deer on the A352
      Over the past week there have been numerous deer carcasses. It has been mentioned before by the Police at previous Parish Council meetings that they are unable to do anything about the problem. The deer sign opposite the Black Dog needs to be altered as the sign has been turned round the wrong way. It was discussed that the deer population is a national problem rather than a local one as there is very little co-ordinated culling. It was suggested by Cllr Wiltshire to raise the issue with Richard Drax MP.
d)	Other Issues
i)	One of the councillors accidently reversed into one of the bridges along Church Lane and there maybe some glass still there. Highways have been notified.
ii)	A notification has been received regarding work on the new Hethfelton House access. It has been classed as under Wool Parish instead of East Stoke.
iii)	There is a problem with the postcode at the Farrer Estate. Binnegar Hall used to have BH20 6AH as a postcode but since the development Royal Mail changed it to BH20 6AT, which is the same as properties near Binnegar Lane and New Cottages. In effect they have created four islands with two alternating different postcodes. There has been an issue where a resident had inadvertently triggered his alarm and an ambulance was dispatched but couldn’t find him. Action: The Parish Clerk to find out a point of contact within Royal Mail to discuss how to revert the postcode back.
iv)	The signs at the Farrer Estate have now been moved back and are on their land rather than the verge. It was commented upon that the banner signs at the A352/B3070 junction look untidy. Action: To be added to next month’s agenda.
v)	There are various trees that are overgrown on the B3070 to the north of Holme Gardens. Action: The Clerk to contact the landowner.
17.  Consultations for consideration or New Items for Discussion/Consideration   
Strengthening police powers to tackle unauthorised encampments. The Home Office has issued a new consultation on strengthening police powers to tackle unauthorised encampments. The consultation document can be found here. Noted.
18.  Correspondence Received
      All of the following items of correspondence were circulated prior to the
      meeting.
            
a)	Confirm Report: Road works report – Purbeck. Includes the Holmebridge Level Crossing on 14th/15th December. Noted.
b)	Allowances for Parish and Town Councillors. Under the Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003, parish and town councils may introduce a scheme of allowances for the payment of basic and travel/subsistence allowances to councillors. Noted.
c)	Christmas and New Year bus services. The weekday bus service X54 (Weymouth-Lulworth-Wool-Wareham-Poole) will run on certain days over the festive period. Noted.
d)	DAPTC E-Newsletter No. 20 - December 2019. Details include information on the DAPTC Conference, which will be held on 30th March at Kingston Maurward, and a Carbon Footprinting Toolkit for Town and Parish Councils. Noted.
e)	Purbeck Grant Request. A grant request from the Purbeck Citizen’s Advice.
    Noted.
f)	CE Circular - DAPTC Subscriptions 2020/2021. The committee decided that subscriptions will rise by the current inflation rate for retail price index (RPI) of 2.1 per cent to cover the impact of inflation. The subscriptions for East Stoke will be £129.90. Noted.
g)	Christmas greetings from the Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils (DAPTC). Noted.
h)	2020/21 Precept Request. The tax base for East Stoke is a 0.1% change. The Final Precept Notification form will need to be returned by 31st January 2019. Noted.
An email was received after the agenda was published regarding a Dorset Council Parish engagement event on 3rd February. Cllr Quinn will be attending.

Dorset Councillor Brooks arrived at the meeting
10.  Report from the Dorset Council Councillor
a)  The Scrutiny Committee meeting is due to take place on Monday 13th January where the budget proposals will be considered, including increasing the funding for social care and children’s services.
b) Dorset Council has asked residents to submit ideas on how they think the authority can help tackle climate concerns. A review is also taking place on how employees can reduce or remove single use plastic across the council offices.
c) There is currently a joint consultation with BCP on the “Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework Supplementary Planning Document”. 
d) The deadline for reception places at Dorset school is the 15th January.
[bookmark: _GoBack]e)	The Dorset Community Foundation is urging local residents to donate their unwanted winter fuel allowance to the Surviving Winter Appeal. Eligible people who are either over 60 or 50 with health conditions can apply via the foundation or the local Citizens Advice.
19.  Finance
a) The following payments were approved.

Amount     Cheque No
Miss E Maidment December Salary			 £220.83	000556
Dorset County Pension Fund				   £64.25	000557
T. Lee Landscaping (Oct/Nov maintenance		 £710.00	000558
Re-imburse E Maidment for cartridges and envelopes  £10.98	000559
b) To Receive the Third Quarter Bank Reconciliation
The third quarter budget bank reconciliation, budget report, cashbook and bank statements were circulated prior to this meeting.  The Receipts and Payments cashbook balance agreed with the reconciled bank statements. The cashbook balance at 20th December 2019 was £36924.22
c) Draft Budget 2020/21 and to agree Precept
The draft budget for 2020/21 was formally agreed. It was proposed by Cllr Cady and seconded by Cllr Quinn to increase the precept from £8750 to £9000.
20.    Items for Information or next agenda
Cllr Mackenzie (Co-opted) will not be able to attend the next meeting. 
21.    Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 6th February at the River Laboratories.
	
 With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at  
 20.20

        Chairman:					Date………………
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