MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST STOKE PARISHS COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 13TH MAY 2004.

PRESENT



Barry Quinn  -  Chairman






Simon Cross  -  Vice Chairman






Tib Axon






Adrian Cullinane






Neil Child






Andy Saunders

APOLOGIES



Sara Grayson

ITEMS DISCUSSED
1. Notice Board  -  Chairman confirmed the board at Middlefield Cottages needed to be replaced.  A quote of £275 had already been received from Andrew Bamber from Stoborough.  This was for 2’ x 2’ board with perspex sliding doors.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to obtain at least one more quote for comparison.  Money for this was possibly available under the Parish Plan.

2. Proposed Stopping Places for Gypsies and Travellers  -  Letter received from DCC for consultation and response by 10th May.  The Clerk had telephoned Mike Evans to arrange extended time for response.  To enable additional powers for Police on this matter, local authorities had to ensure that sites to which Travellers could be directed were available.  Although there were no sites in our Parish, the nearest proposed site was at Coombe Keynes Chipping Store and we have an interest being adjacent to Wool Parish.  Copy of e-mail sent by Wool Parish Council to DCC was read out.  They had unanimously agreed to object to the site for Coombe Keynes.  It is situated on the main route from Wool to West Lulworth in an AONB area.  There had been unpleasant incidents between travellers and residents in their Parish and regular policing was not available to help with the situation.  District Councillor, Liz Rudd, confirmed to the Clerk that the Local Plan stated there should be no Travellers in AONB area and advised the Clerk to write to DCC  objecting to the Coombe Keynes site.  Simon Cross pointed out that there had been loud party noise from past occupations of this site.`

3. Worgret Housing Development  -  The Chairman showed the meeting 2 maps of the proposed development area produced by Ashvilla Estate.  This development did not actually come into our Parish but the area shown as public open spaces was against our eastern boundary.   It was considered this development would seriously affect East Stoke.  The red area detailed was for houses and businesses.  Comments of the meeting were as follows:-

· Developers said there was to be no Phase 2 but the question was asked as to why they had acquired options on such an extensive area.  Could the open spaces as detailed be used in the future for commercial opportunity.

· Councillors voiced many concerns over the impact on the transport infrastructure.  There would be even more delays getting in and out of Purbeck at peak times and in the summer.  Any proposed traffic calming at Sandford would exacerbate the problems.  There could be a possible increase in accidents as well as delays to emergency services in all directions.  Affecting East Stoke traffic would increase on the A352 and Puddletown Road and tailbacks would be likely.  There would be no direct route from the Parish area into Wareham and there would be increased delay getting to Wareham Railway Station.  Also it was very probable rat runs would develop along the narrow lanes of Holme and Bindon Lanes.

· The question was raised as to what the actual need for housing is other than the identified shortage of affordable housing.  The developer stated that this would be 35% of the total development but of that percentage some was for the elderly therefore the percentage of social housing would only be about 25%.

· Council questioned the need for industrial units.  There were already empty units at Holton Heath, Sandford Lane and Westminster Road.  Business units should not be built in AONB area unless this was through appropriate re-use of redundant agricultural buildings.  Although the intended use was for people living in the development area the Parish Council thought this was unlikely.  If they are used by people from out of the area this would again increase traffic volume.

· There would be further increase in landfill demand and the sewerage would need to be significantly upgraded.

· There would be commercial impact on town based businesses through any out of town development.  There are empty shops in Wareham and Swanage.  The area around Sommerfield supermarket  now has a shoddy appearance and development of this appears to be temporarily stalled.  The Town centre supermarket is in line with the Purbeck Plan.  There would be effect on Public Houses and Hotels within the town.

· There were serious concerns from the Council over drainage particularly as one Councillor confirmed that gravel has already been removed from this area during the construction of the bypass.  With such a large development there would be additional surface water run off which will not soak away into the ground where the water table is already high.  Therefore there would be increased likelihood of seasonal flooding affecting homes.

· The meeting thought there would be an impact on healthcare services.

· Importantly there would be a considerable impact on tourism on which much of the local economy depends.  This would be both from the visual impact on the “Gateway to the Purbecks” and the difficulty experienced by tourists struggling to get to or from amenities, accommodation, campsites, beaches and other attractions.

· The final comment of the Council was that this development would be within the AONB and would set a dangerous precedent and is unacceptable.  The Purbecks should be kept special and preserved for future generations of both local people and visitors.

The Chairman gave out petition forms to each Councillor to obtain as many signatures as possible from residents in their area.   These would need to be returned to him at the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 22nd May. 

The Clerk would write a strong letter of objection with copies to  Arne Parish Council, Wool Parish Council, Wareham St. Martins Parish Council, Wareham Town Council, Bere Regis Parish Council and Corfe Castle Parish Council.

NEXT MEETING

This would be the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 22nd May.
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Chairman
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