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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF EAST STOKE HELD ON THURSDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2020



PRESENT             Cllr Rebecca Cady (Chairman)
	         Cllr Barry Quinn
                    Cllr David Purshouse
                    Cllr Chris Evans
	         Cllr Tessa Wiltshire
                    
 APOLOGIES	         Cllr Neill Child (Vice Chairman)
                               Cllr Gordon Mackenzie (Co-opted)
         
IN ATTENDANCE   5 Members of the Public
		          Dorset Councillor Cherry Brooks
        Liz Maidment (Parish Clerk)
           


1.   Public Participation Time for 15 Minutes
No items were discussed.
1.  Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Child and Cllr Mackenzie.
4.    Granting of Dispensation
 No applications for a dispensation had been made.
5.    Declarations of Interest
 No declarations of interest were declared. 
6.    Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 9th January 2020
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 9th January 2020 were approved as a true account. 
7.   Matters arising from the minutes
a)	The churchyard clearance has been done to a high standard, however the compost heap will probably need levelling. There has been no news from the Church regarding the ownership of the boundary as they are currently consulting a local firm of solicitors. Cllr Cady will find out which adhesive would be best to repair the Fyler grave.
b)	The glass by the bridges in Church Lane has now been cleared up.
c)	Cllr Quinn has written to Royal Mail about the incorrect postcode being used for the Farrer Estate. He has found out that Royal Mail are obliged to consult with Parish Councils before deciding on a suitable postcode. There will also be an issue with the name “Coach House” being used on the Farrer Estate as there is already a property near Kemps Hotel with the same name.
8.    Consideration and approval of maintenance contract
       Four tenders were received and reviewed at the meeting from T. Lee Landscaping, JSR Tree Care and Garden Maintenance, Can I Cut It Yes I Can and NB Garden Services. It was proposed by Cllr Cady and seconded by Cllr Quinn to award the contract to T. Lee Landscaping. Action: The Parish Clerk to notify the unsuccessful applicants and arrange for Tim Lee to sign the contract.
9.    Planning Applications or Planning Information received
       None received.
10.    Update on Previous Planning Applications
a)	No formal notifications have been received by the Parish Council of new planning applications, however Dorset Cllr Brooks forwarded an email on 6th February regarding 6/2020/0058 – Land at East Stoke. The deadline for comments is 27th February. Action: The Parish Clerk to contact the Planning Department to ask for an extension, if this is not possible then an extraordinary meeting would be required
b)	6/2019/0367 – Luckford Wood Campsite is still not determined.
11.	Report from the Dorset Council Councillor
a)	Our former County Councillor Mike Lovell, sadly passed away. His funeral will take place at 11.30 on Friday 14th February at Langton Matravers CofE Church. The Parish Council has sent a condolences card to his next of kin.
b)	The money which has been allocated to Highways has been approved by the Shadow Executive. 
c)	Local authorities cannot increase their council tax by more than a set amount without triggering the need for a local referendum of council tax payers to see if they are in favour of it.  For 2020/21, this referendum limit is 2% and Government is also enabling Councils to charge a further 2% for the Adult Social Care Precept.  The overall increase for the 2020 budget is planned to be around 4%, although this will be the subject of a formal vote at full Council on February 18th.
d)	There is a proposal to charge empty home owners an increase to the council tax of 300%. The details of classification of empty homes is yet to be agreed.
e)	A new scheme will come into operation for utility companies as they will now require a permit to do roadworks. After the work has been completed it will need to be officially signed off.
f)	The Peer Review which consisted of officers from other UK councils visiting Dorset Council has been conducted and the feedback was good, although minor changes was suggested.
g)	A new Comments, Complaints and Compliments system has been set up.
h)	A holding statement on tree planting has been published on the Dorset Council website. 
i)	Side verging of the A352 has taken place. Some damage has been caused by the speed camera. Highways have stated that it looks like at some point one of the utility companies have installed ducting/ cables in the ditch. To do this, it appears they have excavated the side of the ditch which acts as a retaining structure for the footway, weakening it and causing the inner 200mm of footway to move with the ditch wall – leaving a large (wide) crack and damage. Highways have confirmed that they will repair it. It was noted that the entire stretch of the tarmac footpath has been cleared but they have not done the path that goes further up towards the Farrer Estate. Action: County Cllr Brooks to ask for this path to be sprayed with weed killer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]j)	Highways will repair the collapsed culverts in Bindon Lane and Wood Street once the ground has dried up. 
k)	The Estate Agent boards at the corner of the Highwood junction have been removed.
l)	There will be a meeting in mid-February with the Managing Director of Infrastructure Delivery to discuss the delay in delivering the West and East Holme Broadband Scheme. They are now in breach of their contract as the delivery date has been missed. 
m)	Cllr Quinn asked when the Remembrance Day signs can be ordered. Action: County Cllr Brooks to investigate.
n)	Cllr Cady commented that the Woolbridge roundabout and 20 metres either side all need resurfacing due to the bad weather and is frequently used by the tanks. Action: The Clerk to report it online.
12.  Any Police issues to report or update on issues reported
A man has been arrested after his van crashed into a telegraph pole on the A352.
13. Hethfelton Update
a)	The Beat Forester has not replied to the email regarding an update on when the tapes would be removed and to tidy up the area.  The issue has now been ongoing since last April and the Forestry Commission initially stated that people have no right to park in the layby. This contradicts the 2011 Forestry Standard Edition that states “Forests and woodlands offer opportunities for a variety of formal and informal recreational activities that can support tourism and provide a useful community asset”. It was suggested that the Forestry Commission should know when the HGVs would be entering as they need to unlock the barrier and they could display a sign with those access times.
b) The work to the Hethfelton House Entrance was classified as Wool due to Highways using the Unique Street Reference Numbers (USRN) to create the report. As the USRN starts in Wool, this is the name that has been associated with it on the report.
14.  Pedestrian Gate to Parish Land
The Clerk has contacted three companies for quotes, including Tim Lee who said it might cost up to £1000 to install a kissing gate. It was also discovered that there would not be sufficient space in the corner where the current stile is located. It was agreed to have a plain wooden gate instead and to have it next to the main entrance. Action: The Clerk to re-contact the businesses with the new plan.
15.    Deer culling review on Suez land
a)	The Suez company has taken over from SITA and they run regular resident meetings which Cllr Quinn attends. They stopped culling deer six months ago due to the health and safety implications. An issue was raised at the meeting regarding dogs being let of their leads. It was confirmed that residents do not have the authority to police the land. The next meeting will take place on 25th May.
b)	The deer sign opposite the Black Dog Inn has been reported and works are due to commence on 12th February.
c)	There is still a large number of deer carcasses on the A352. The deer population has increased in the area due to some landowners no longer culling. Cllr Wiltshire has been investigating the national policies and it was agreed for Cllr Quinn to approach Richard Drax MP about this matter.
16.    Highway Issues
       a) Update on issues reported
Discussed 2020-02-276 Item 11 
       b)	A352 Footpath
Discussed 2020-02-276 Item 11i
c)  Repair work on culverts in Wood Street and Bindon Lane
     Discussed 2020-20-02-276 Item 11j.
d)  Other Issues
i)	The ditch along Binnegar Lane by the layby needs clearing and the edging of the tarmac is now exposed.
ii)	An area near the Church Lane/Highwood junction was flooded and the ditch was dug out by Cllr Purshouse. It was reported by the Clerk on 2nd February. There is a possibility that the culvert may have collapsed. Action: Clerk to inform Highways
17.  Consultations for consideration or New Items for Discussion/Consideration 
        Adoption of the Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and Dorset Mineral Sites Plan 2019 and Waste Plan 2019 AND managing personal information held. Copies of the Mineral Sites Plan and the Waste Plan, along with the relevant Adoption Statements and the Sustainability Appraisal reports are available for inspection on the Dorset Council website at:  www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/mineral-sites-plan or www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/waste-plan 
      There is a six week period where comments can be submitted, after which the document will become legally adopted.
18.  Correspondence Received
      All of the following items of correspondence were circulated prior to the
      meeting.
            
a)	NALC Chairman’s open letter to all Councillors. The Princess Royal, paid tribute to England’s 100,000 councillors for all the work they do for their places. Noted.
b)	Proposed closure of East Stoke Level Crossing. These works are programmed to take place between 23.45hrs, Monday 3rd February 2020 and 06.45hrs, Tuesday 4th February 2020. Noted.
c)	Temporary closure of B3070 at Holmebridge Level Crossing. The Notice will come into operation on Saturday 18th January 2020 and will remain in force for five days. However it is anticipated that the works will take place between 23.45hrs on Saturday 18th January and 08.45hrs on Sunday 19th January. Noted.
d)	Wessex Flood Warden Newsletter - January 2020. Dorset Prepared Resilience Days were held on 14th January and 4th February. Noted.
e)	Confirm Report: Road works report – Purbeck. This includes work on the new Hethfelton House access. Noted.
f)	Documents for Winfrith SSG meeting. The meeting took place on 30th January.
     Cllr Quinn is now the Chair of Winfrith SSG. They are now entering a key phase in the decommissioning with nearly all the materials now gone. The policy is to leave certain pieces of concrete in the ground and the rest of the site will become heathland. The part of the pipeline which is out to sea will be taken up and the Ranges section will be filled with concrete. The next meeting will take place in April and the whole project is forecast to be completed in 2023.
g)	Dorset LEP Newsletter January 2020. This includes the Dorset 2020 Employer Skills Survey and ways of reducing Dorset's productivity gap. Noted.
h)	Camp Bestival 2020 - SAG 03 02 2020 Westport House Wareham. Agenda for the Safety Advisory Group. Noted.
i)	Latest Travel & transport news. Information on community transport and parking fines. Noted.
j)	Dates for 2020 DAPTC area meetings and Executive Committee meetings and area – update. DAPTC would also like to know if Parish Councils are arranging for the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May 2020. Noted.
k)	Emergency closure. A culvert in Wood Street is partially collapsing leaving the road in a dangerous condition. Highways have made the decision to close the road with access to Wood Street farm will be maintained via B3071. Works would probably take about a week to complete but are reliant on ground conditions and water levels improving sufficiently. Hoping to complete in March. Noted.
l)	TEN. Temporary Event Notice for a Dorset Wedding Festival at Longthorns Farm on 26th April. Noted.
19.  Finance
a) The following payments were approved.

Amount     Cheque No
 Miss E Maidment January Salary			             £220.83      000560
 Dorset County Pension Fund				   £64.25      000561
                 T.Lee Landscaping (Churchyard)			             £350.00      000562
	      Re-imburse E Maidment for card and envelopes		     £2.70      000563

b) Risk Assessment year ending 31st March 2020
The risk assessment was formally adopted.    
20.   Items for Information or next agenda
        No items were discussed
21.    Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 5th March at the River Laboratories.
	
 With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at  
 20.24

        Chairman:					Date………………
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