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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF EAST STOKE HELD ON THURSDAY 16th MAY 2024 AT LONGTHORNS CAMPSITE 
PRESENT                Cllr Rebecca Cady (Chairman) 
                                Cllr Barry Quinn
Cllr Chris Evans 
Cllr Keith Evans
Cllr Graeme Langley 
APOLOGIES              Cllr Neill Child (Vice Chairman)
Dorset Cllr Ben Wilson
IN ATTENDANCE      2 Members of the Public 
Liz Maidment (Parish Clerk) 
1. Election of Parish Council Chairman for 2024/25 
a)             To elect a Chairman for the coming year 
Cllr Rebecca Cady was proposed as Chairman by Cllr Quinn and seconded by Cllr Chris Evans 
b)             To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office Cllr Cady duly signed her Declaration Acceptance of Office Form. 
2. Election of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 2024/25 
a)          To elect a Vice-Chairman for the coming year 
Cllr Neill Child was proposed as Vice-Chairman by Cllr Cady and seconded by Cllr Chris Evans 
b)           To receive the Vice-Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
               Cllr Child will duly sign his Declaration Acceptance of Office Form at the next meeting. 
3. Public participation period for 15 minutes 
   a)	There are three benches within the Parish which are at Highwood, the Cemetary and the Riverbank. Over the years they have been gifted to the village and it was felt that this needs to be adopted and added to the fixed asset register. Action: It was agreed to add the benches to the Fixed Asset Register for next month.
   b)	Some residents whose property borders the churchyard have taken out insurance on the trees. However, if the trees come down in a storm, the insurance will not cover the cost of disposing of a tree. The compost heap, which posed a danger to the trees, has been removed. Cllr Quinn explained that the Dorset Tree Officer visited the site who advised driving in the fence posts. A neighbour commented that the trees on the southern side are leaning. It is believed that these trees belong to the Diocese. There was a question about who requested the Tree Preservation Order (TPO), but nobody at the meeting knew.
   c)	A resident found the original church sign and organised its renovation. Once this has been done, it will be prominently displayed by the church.
4. Apologies 
       Apologies were received from Cllr Neill Child and Dorset Cllr Wilson
5.        Granting of Dispensation 
         No applications for a dispensation had been made. 
6.        Declarations of Interest 
           No declarations of interest were made. 
7.        To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th April 2024
           The minutes from 4th April 2024 were duly signed. 
8.        Matters arising from the minutes 
There has been no update on Aster and it was agreed to send Dorset Cllr Wilson an email
about ongoing issues including Aster, the Ranges, Church Lane and flooding by the
Church.
9.        Planning Applications or Planning Information received 
a)    P/HOU/2024/00930 - Holme Birch Holme Lane, BH20 6AP. Erect two storey
       side extension
 No comments or objections
b)    New Tree Preservation Order - TPO/2024/0027. Dorset Council (Land at The Former Church of St Mary the Virgin, East Stoke) Tree Preservation Order 2024. Group G1 – 4x Pinus sp. No objections. 
10.      Update of Previous Applications or planning information 
P/CLP/2024/00928 - Broadhouse, Bindon Lane,  BH20 6AS. Proposed siting of
caravan within curtilage for ancillary residential use. Granted. Noted.
    11.       Dorset Council Report
                The following report was sent by Cllr Wilson
Please accept my sincerest apologies that I am unable to attend the East Stoke Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 16th May.  Unfortunately, I am required to be in Dorchester for the first meeting of the new Dorset Council on this evening. 

I am very much looking forward to working with the East Stoke Parish and representing your interests at Dorset Council.  My immediate priority is to learn how I can do my new job to the best of my ability.  I am under no illusion about the amount I have to learn and would like to rely on the Parish to help me.  I do hope for another opportunity in the near future to meet many of you, introduce myself properly and share priorities.   I will work with the Parish Council Chair and Clerk to arrange this.
12.      Any Police issues to report or update on issues reported 
Although, not in East Stoke there were two incidents in the Sandford area where a man
age between 30-40 approached some children. 
13.      Highways Issues 
a)    Update on issues 
		The culvert under the A352 has not been cleared sufficiently and still needs to be addressed.
b)   Speed Indicator Device 
This will be moved the week commencing 20th March.
c)    Other issues 
 		The ditches at Highwood have been cleared. 
 14. 	    Consultations for consideration or New Items for Discussion/Consideration 
 Planning Inspector’s report on the Examination of the Purbeck Local Plan (2018-2034). The examination into the local plan has now closed, but the Planning Inspectorate would like your feedback about the examination. If you were involved in the process because you made comments in writing and/or you took part in a hearing session. They would be very pleased if you could complete a short online survey which can be accessed here: https://forms.office.com/r/vcT3RaRvtY.
Cllr Langley to complete the survey.
15.      Correspondence Received 
a) Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 Temporary Overnight Road Closure A352 Wool Level Crossing, Wool. It will come into operation between 23:30 until 06:00 on 8th May 2024 and remain in force for five days, however, it is anticipated that the works will be completed by 10th May 2024.
	It was commented upon that the wait times at the Wool Crossing are becoming longer and the tailback often goes past the Bovington Roundabout.
b) Dorset Council's latest news - local news and more.  New warning signs for collision hotspots. Noted.
c) Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, Temporary Closure Of Church Lane, East Stoke. The dates were amended to 7th - 8th May 2024. Noted.
d) Second half of April - Upcoming Training & Events at a Glance. These DAPTC courses are now closed and new ones will be published. Noted.
e) Statement of Persons Nominated - May 2024: Contested and Uncontested Elections. East Stoke Parish Council was “Uncontested”. Noted.
f) Dorset Council - Small Grants Re-opens. Round 7 of Dorset Council’s Community & Culture Project Fund has reopened again this morning for new applications. The small grants fund will close midnight Sunday 9 June 2024. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. Decisions will be made in July 2024. Noted.
g) Flooding support resources for Dorset communities. The portal for non-eFor sewage / burst mains: Wessex Water 0345 600 4 600 (24hr)  www.wessexwater.co.uk/your-wastewater/flooding/sewer-floodingmergency reporting is the Flood Online Reporting Tool: FORT - Home (geowessex.com). Noted.
h) NDA Business Plan 2024-2027 - OFFICIAL. The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority Business Plan can be found https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-decommissioning-authority-business-plan-2024-to-2027 Noted.
i) Purbeck Film Festival Application for Funding 2024. Request for funding. 
Action: All grant requests will be discussed at the next meeting.
j) Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, Temporary Overnight Closure Of B3070, West Lulworth. It will come into operation on 13th May 2024 and remain in force for five days, however, it is anticipated that the works will be completed by 14th May 2024. Noted.
k) Citizens Advice May 2024 Quarterly Newsletter. This newsletter can also be viewed on our website here www.edpcitizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/information
l) Summer Bus Services. The 30, X50, X54 will go through East Stoke. The X50 will also go via Monkey World. Noted.
m) Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Various Roads, Wool and East Stoke - Surface Dressing.  Between 12th and 26th June 2024, Bindon Lane and various roads in Wool are scheduled for surface dressing. Noted.
17 Finance 
  a) 	To note the following receipt 
First half of Precept 						 	        £4750.00
VAT Reclaim                                                    				£367.08
Interment of ashes				 				£142.00
b) 	The following payments were duly approved and will be paid electronically. Cllr Cady and Cllr Quinn to approve the payments. 
   		Amount 
		Miss E Maidment Salary                                                                              £252.78 
Dorset County Pension Fund                                                                         £73.56 
DAPTC Subscriptions                                                                                  £151.65
Re-imburse E Maidment for 123.reg domain name renewal and stamps      £19.49
Information Commissioner’s Office                                                                £40.00
c)   To review and pay the Insurance Policy
It was proposed by Cllr Cady and seconded by Cllr Chris Evans to continue with Zurich. The amount of £401.69 is to be added to this month’s payments. The other quotes were Ansvar Insurance £438.89 and Clear Insurance for £487.79.
d)   To receive a copy of the cashbook and the final budget report as of 31st March 2024.
The cashbook balance as of 31st March 2024 was £33134.48. This was duly signed by the Chair.                 
e)   To consider and approve Fixed Asset  Register and the Financial Regulations. 
The Chair duly signed the documents. 
 f)   To consider and approve the Annual Statement of the Receipts and
                       Payments Account year ending 31st March 2024.
                       The Chair duly signed the document 
g)    Parish Council Annual Return 
To complete, approve and sign Section 1 - The Annual Governance 
       Statement of the Annual Return. 
       The Chair duly signed the document 
h)   Approval of Annual Statement of Accounts 
i)       To note the restatement of the Annual Statement of the Receipts and Payments Account year ending 31st March 2024 and notes to these accounts. 
ii)      To consider and approve Section 2 of the Annual Return, end of year bank reconciliation and the explanation of differences. 
iii)     It was confirmed that there were no conflicts of interest with DBO LLP and it 
         was duly signed. 
        All three items were duly signed by the Chair. 
18.  Items for information or next agenda 
Hethfelton will be added to next month’s agenda. The tracks are in a bad condition and it was suggested that the Parish Council writes to the Forestry Commission. 
19.  Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next meeting will be held at Longthorns Campsite on 6th June 2024. Cllr Quinn and Cllr Keith Evans are unable to attend. 
With no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:47 Chairman: Date……………… 
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